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TO: Chief of Mission, Frankfurt 
Attn: Chief of Base, Pullach 

FROM: Chief, EE 

SUBJECT i Operational/C ART /tJJDRIZZLY 
Reference: EQLA-10917 



1* Traces have been run on Dr. Herbert ENGELS INC In an effort to ifflfflM/ 
uncover evidence that he vas actually a member of. the Rote K&pelle and^to determi® 
his specific role. We have also tried to determine, on the basis <f files 

& <4 % 

available at Headquarters, w hethe r < qfcMa ! )e s> n*wbirr- *i the Rote Xapelle, >, 
and w ha t his relationship mes to ENGELSING,' ' * 

2. Unfortunately, most of the Anformatic^ available on ENGELSING 
has been supplied by him .directly or_cjm»s^frbm documents furnished by him; 

story as in the SCHULZB-BOXSEN has undergone ^ t 

certain changes since his statement cited In MSB-1231 In 1947 J his v 

su^equent statements hs^de to CDENVT in 1948 
and to the Consulate General in Zurich in 1952 (MSZA-743) • 



^ However, certain documents which he submitted to the Zurich Consulate General 
in 1947 in support of his viaa application are of interea^agce they 
are ^f A davit s made by a .number of individuals ( including o 
ENGELSING* s wartime resistance activities, ,'T ba ?. \l \ ~ 
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a) c haracter reference from Tj Pfii A * ted_8 November 1946 * ENGELS EJGjJmovm 
to me since school days, when we went to the same gymnasium. We got better 
acquainted in 1935 when £• had difficulties because of his wish to marry a 
half -Jewess. In ny position as Referent in the Interior Ministry., I succeeded 
in arranging a legalisation of the marriage which was valid also for Germany. 
This case $4 produced a strong reaction in party circles which naturally 
strongly opposed this marriage. The proceedings were for all concerned 
fraught with danger, as not only tha. race political office, but also a 
representative of the deputy of theW'uhrer had opposed authorization of the 
^marriage. lines I had become convi&^d in the course , of these events that 
Dr. E was as A bpposdd to Nanism as I, our families Were more and more 
tec on tact After 444/44444444// his marriage. In that way 1 found cut that 
the majority of E's friends belonged to the 44444444// opposition circles. 
Therefore I was not surprised then I learned that E. was in cl ode contact 
with the HARMCK-SCHULTZE-BOISEN resistance group. I myself took an active 
part in the p lann ing and preparation of the 20th of July revolutionary attempt. 
I worked very closely with leading people in the civilian leader 4444 tro**P 
and was myself proposed as State Secretary in the Ministry of Education. 

Major General ST IETF, who provided the explosive for the aseasination attempt 
was a friend of many years standing. I was therefore extremely endangered after 
the failure of the assasinatlon attempt and began to make preparations far 
fleeing to Switzerland. E. gave ms substantial help in this through his 
good knowledge of local conditions there, and also assisted me during the 
period of preparation through valuable information on the situation In film 
and theatre dircles. I finally decided against flight to Switzerland because 
I would 444 have endangered ly family, and because on the other hand I could, 
after bribing the guards, give valuable information to my friends and 
acquaintances who had been Imprisoned In Berlin, Lehrtherstrasse, because of 
their participation In the 20th of July. But as the situation became more and 
more dangerous, I left Berlin at the end of March 1945 together with E. 
and went to Bavaria. The Gestapo sent a Berlin official to arrest me there 
about the end of April 1945. Because cf the quick advance of the Americans the 
intended arrest could not be carried through. 



Got to know E. In 1943 wh^n his house burned* Some time afterwards 
he told me I certainly vasn&^i^flBKtAryen descent^ and the same was true 

of his wife* When my house was destroyed in December 1943# E. 4444444/44 
offered ms shelter in his house, saying that he and his wife did it only because 
they were sure of ny opposition to Nazism and that they only wanted to frequent 
people who held these views. I was told later by members of my firm, *93^1 
444 the office of which was in a nearby house, that I had moved into a politically 
suspect house. ... Aftert he^fallig e of the 20th of Julvaggpslnat ion attempt, 
it was clear to me that ffpMliR U ■ i ils r "Tirt»r 1 s r UHn jbe^T who kept us 
informed <&rV*-X44444 n 44444/4444X44 the current status cf the persecution 

of Jews and Mischllngs, must have been ooanaclbed with the GCEEDELER people. 

Dr* X* 44444444 sometimes furnished hte news about the progressive internal 
disintegration as it was evidencing itself in theatre and film circles, and 
I as it could be provided to him from 444X444/ building industry, GX-aad 
other technical circles. 

c) affidavit from Erich Edgar SCHULTZE (father of SC HULTZE-BOISEN ) , 
}mheim/Rvhr-#44X4444 Speldorf, Date* 15 June (1946?) 






/ 
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Mrs, E. as well as her hustand were on extremely friendly terms with 
my son Harro SCHULTZE-BOXSEN and his wife* The house of Mr. and Mrs. E • 
was, before the discovery of the conspiracy, one of the chief meeting places 
of the group. After the arrest of my son, Mr. and Mt 3. E,, although? they 
were themselves in danger, tried in every possible way to get help 

for my son, to provide him with food and to obtain a ddfence for the accused. 

They acted with the greatest kindness and friendship towards my wife and me 
when ve were in Berlin in the difficult days after the arrest of our children. 

d) litiUItM. character reference from Dr. Friedrlch-Carl SERRE, lawyer, 

Berlin W 15. 7 

- ^^ppointed member of the Presidium <f the Berlin Rechtsanwaltskanmer 
by the *llied Kcnmandatura. Was in the y ^r a 1 9 43 and 1944 the contact man _ 
between the 20th of July group I have known E. approximately 

15 years. In the 12 years of the Hitler regime in vhidh I often saw and spoke 
with E., I was from the beginning convinced that E. was against the regime and 
active a gain m it. I know from reliable opposition c ire lie that E. played a very 
active role In the soic ailed SCHULffi-BOXSEN circle, and without concern for his 
own person or safety, supported this circle actively and was self-sacrificing 
In hie aid to the survivors. 

e) re ference from Be ate von MOLO-M DISSI, daughter Al exande r M OISSI , actor. 

I net E., whom I had knevn before, at the beginning of the war in Rome. 

E. explained that there were many groups in Germany that were against the Hazi? 
and declared himself a member of such a group. 

f) affidavit by ftlfmad .MIEI^J3er^ *** 

(pear not given). 

" ~"t. book part in the SCHULTZE-BOXSE** attempt in 1943 to overthrow 

the Nazi system. It ended with the execution of the S-B couple. In spite of 
the danger hanging over him, he gave relatives of S-B. shelter and assistance 
after S-B*s execution. Moreover, he arranged with extraordinary courage and 
skill the release <f the BU3CHMANN couple who had been 

imprisoned in connection with this putsch. (Dr. BUSCHMANN is now 

president of the Central Administration for Trade and Provisions in the 
Soviet Sector of Berlin). 

g) characte r ref erence from Gfnther WEBEMBOBS, JJerlihrDahlem, Selchowstr 6. 
Date! l^Tlarch 1947. 

I belonged from 1937-1942 to an illegal resistance organization , the 
SCHULZE-BOXSEN -HARNACK group; was *arrestedln J.942 with about 600 others, of whom 
abuit two-thirds got the death penalty. Inaiow^E. for about ten years. E. was 
always ready to use the numerous possibilities at his disposal as production 
head of Tobls for covering and camouflaging illegal feslstanoe work. The ehlef 
of our organization, S-B, , was in close contact with E. He was frequently in 
his home, and I often met E. In §-E'e home. E. was knowledgeable abott many 
prodeedings in our organisation, and through all the years kept silent, tolerated 
and, where he could, furthered our work. He was a so-called contact man, th%t Is, 
cur organization used fully the connection;, which he had to leading personalities 
of the Third Reich. He introduced to S-B numerous very importer. t officials, 
officers and leading personalities of the Hitler regime. In this way he 
played a very important role for us. Besides, he passed on information to us 
which we sent out over the secret radio. 
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b) Further character references, attesting to E^s anti-Naai~ 



attitAd in genesal terms;, -were given by t 



4* Included in the group of documents submitted by ENGEI8ING to tha 



CansulAte 



were character references from the follovdng persons t 

a) Dr, Jut, Alfred L. ESSERS, lawyer, Weller, Date* 10 September 1946; 

b) Gustav FROELICH, Munich-Schvabing, Kunigundenstr. 54* 18 December 1948 

c) **aJor of Eonstarz (name illegibly). Date , 26 July 1947 



m. 



a) Leon HUD , commissioner in th* SArete, Konstanz, Date: 4 June 1947 
e) Lt. MATHIEU, Af the let French Amor, Military Government, 
Allmannsfcrf, Date: 27 June 1945* 

5* It is not possible to determine here if there Is in your file 

, : **" ‘ ■' ■■ \ 

a copy of 1$4 dispaAchj^ted 16 January 1948. It concerns Interviews which 
ODEKTT held with Mrs. ENGELS ING In October 1947. In the course of these 
interviews, Mrs, E, said she and her hnband were very friendly with and 
furnished information to SCHULZE-BOYSEN and his wife. Her husband attempted 
to intercede with/ the Gestapo on behalf of S-B after his arrest, but 
unsuccessfully • She claimed that lt was | ouly upon reading^|^> 



DDUZS* book "Germanyda Underground", publ±shed A 1947, that she first learned 
that SCHULZE-BOISEN was connected with Russian espionage. She said she first 
met the S-B*s In 19389 that between 1938 and 1941 the S-B' a and the E's 
saw each other every two or three weeks, but later drifted apart because S-B 
and his wife did not get along well together. She said she did not believe that 
S-B was a Ccomnisty but ratter would classify him as an extreme liberal <r 
Socialist. She said that both she/and her husband furnished S-B with information 



which they obtained in the course of their ow ^ imd e r gr ound activities. She and 
her husband were very friendly with i > ln i m Oe wM U tt^dfficlal 



Aiktthk^witt^^ From OR the E's were able to 

obtain political Information and information conserning the policies of 



f 
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German Gove mi© nt which they, in turn, turned over to S-B. She said she did not 
believe her^ husband knew any more of S-B's true activities $/// at the time 
than she did. 

6 /CDENVX intervieved ENGELS ING himself in December 1947. During the 

course of this interview, E. stated iJfct to h*s knowledge S-B was not a Communist, 

but rather a llberil Anti-Nazi leader of the opposition movement, that S*B may have 

been used by the Communists to further their own ends but the S-B circle did not 

consist of Ccamnunists with tbo exceptions: Kurt SCHUMACHER and Valter HUSEMANN^ 

He said that Elfriede PAUL W/iel V/ W may have been a Connunist but he would 

more preferably describe her/ as a Socialist. He stated she was now in t^.e 

Russian Sector of Berlin employed as a city official. // E* said he had two long 
discussions 

c HHHUH/ iMtH&tM with S-B of •;hich his wife was not aware, They 

were as follows) 

. v * 

a) The first occurred in 1939 when ^S-B ^as engalged in collecting a^d 
and distributing small typewritten leaflets which aimed to discredit the 
Nasi Parjy and work up opposition to the Nazis. Shortly afterj jSngl and entered 
the war against Germany, S-B told B. that he felt his group had two main duties, 
one being the distribution of the leaflets, add the other being the gathering of 
information concerning /////// political conditions within /////// G ermaay 
itself, showing the most vulnerable spots of the Nazi Party whereby It could 
best he discredited among the German populace. At tha^t time, S-B told g . 
he desired to make a contact with the British Government and make some arrangement 
to furnish information of this type to England. He specifically requested that 
E. furnish him vitbiny evidence of H££ signs of Germ^nyds internal collapee, 
and with the names// of individuals or organizations which were antfi-Nazl and 
which would be capable of governing Germany after thar defeat of the Nazi Parjy. 

At the time of this conversation, E, stated, S-B exhibited no Communist or 
Russian inclinations whatsoever. E' e advice to S-B i |~ m. WM 



* 

. 1 

S\ 

f 





that the two functions must be separate, and that the anti*Nazi propaganda 
activities could ncTt be continued simultaneously with an£ political activities 
In the furnftihing of information to England. E. said he later learned that 
S-B had attempted to offer his services to the British through Coun+ DOUGLAS, 
but that the British Governnt Ignored the offer made. E. said he thought 
he had learned of this tfrom S-B's father after the execution of S-B. According to 
S-B '8 father , this Incident disillusioned S-B and he felt that the British % 
Government had failed to appreciate the value <f his offer. 

b) The second conversation took place in the fall of 1941 or the spring of 
1942, at which time S-B exhibited a definite pro-Russian philosophy. E. said that 
this conversation did not deal with the policies of the S-B group, but wae rather 
a philosophical discussion during wirch S-B st^ated he felt that Germany must 
collaborate with Russia, that such collaboration would not necessarily 

make Germany Communistic, but that the collaboration 
could be done in such a way that there would be no reasons for Germany to accept 
Communism* said thht as a result of the conversation he was able to see the 
drift of S-B*s philosophy and that he, E, did not desire to becorre further involved 

with the activities of S-B and thereafter had very little to do with him. 

id i J 

In response to specific questioning by GDENVT, E. *4*d he did not knew the 
Russian principals of g-B. - in fact, he, himself, had no definite proff 
indicatinggthat S-B bad been utilized by the Russians In any way and that he was 
not wholly convinced that he had* Of his own personal knowledge S-B had 
rnly been engaged in anti-Nazi underground activities and the extent of any 
pro-Russian influence knwflrw to him was fcnly that indicated In his conversation 



with S-B in 1942. 

E, furthet told ODENVY that he had been i/t/ asked to furnish 

a list of those persons who were anti -Nazi and hid given the following 

ik/us CQobkjS* 

namesi Heidemaria HATTEXER, actress; Bustav FROELICHj ON BWA; Guenther RITTAU; 
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Greta VEISER; Thomas fCHVlERIN; Paul VKRHCEVKN. E. said he had fc-en associated 
with these persoae in connection with his work in the film industry and chatjie^ 
was instrumental in obtaining from them information of the type desired by S-B. 

He nmint^ined, however, that none of these individuals was aware that vhht 
they had told to E. was passed on to anyone* 

E. stated that S-B had never told him dir-ctly that he was in any way inclined 
to aid the Russians or that he desired to furnish information to the Russians; 

E. further said he did net believe that S-B had been paid by the Russians as was 



claimed by the German prosecutor in the trial. 

C-lo$kfc-> 

7. In December 1949 when E. was questioned .specific* ly about 
role in EQUAL, be stated that 4UJJ& was not a conscious collaborator In 
EQUAL, but was a close ftlend atvd informer of E's. He further described 
strict Catholic and adherent of tb Rightwing Zentrum party, but 
no Nazi. ^ . 



strict Catholic and adherent of tb Rightwing Zentrum party, but 



. gi A 1.950 biographical sketch of Mi issued by CDACH) Hi contains the 
following* He applied for membership in the NSDAP October 1940, but membership 
was refused In November 1941 on grounds that he was not politically reliable. 

Hv had been a member of the Zentrum Pa#y 1922-1933, was consldegdM^dent 
Catholic, and was personally acquainted «& Cardinal FREISING. 0MUoined the 
Relchsbund der Beamten, the NSRB (Rational Socialist Lawyers' League), 

and was a contributing member of the NSKK. It Is known that he enjoyed the 
confidence of several of the high rakldng officers who took part ir. the 
July 20th plot. , 

/Jl \ <HfL L> '' 

^ •'u’.i.ZZ \ 0+ £ 

H % . 9. In interpret^tne abnv^ese°traces^ several ti things 

are liHtttt apparent* 

. (£Cc&+<* 

QtW Assuming that the document mentioned in paragraph 3 is 

genuihe (what ve have at tynd is a photostat of the copy (Abschrift) notarized 
In Konstanz In 2-7-47), then_flBa* was .11 aware that E. was closely connected 
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^8.^ In MSZA-490 of 19 October 1950, one finds the comment "Of these (the 
persons E. had named in Germany whose connections to EQUAL had previously been 
unknown) the one whom E. had always claimed was closest to*him and to a great 
extent had shared his own participation in EQUAL is still roet readily available 
should any inquiry be undertaken concerning EQUAL^ He is 9tt9k . Qjo ■ 



[s\ 1 ^ 

10* Additional information on ENGELS ING majr be found In the 
following documents which we believe are available to you: M3ZA-118 Sf 
21 December 1948, M5HA-8D6 of 18 December 1950, HICOG dispatch 2967 of 
16 March 1951 MSZi-743 of 27 March 1952^ '■ A ^ 

The most reeebt information in our files as to the whereabouts of 

E* is MSZA-743 where he was reported to be living in Kreutlingen, 
Switzerland and applying for a visa to the United States (where his wife and 
children were residing), A communication from ODIBEX* dated 5 June 1952, 
indicated that *fre. 1. was under investigation to establish possible 
deportation proce4dings. 
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with the S-B. group. It is also obvious from the document that E. and GMSfeA 
were on terms of close friendship. But the tqntifizing question of whether 
< ^^^f*hiaflelf was actually a member of the Rote Kajiplle remains unresolved. 

At the very least, it appears from the KONZ testimonial, that was 

a witting informant of E. 

Ae for E.| evidence of hie connections with the S-B group 
shove up in statements made by himself and his wife, and in the 
character references given by Qgpfc, ,Dr. Frits KONZ, Erich SCHULTZE, 
Friedrich-0 arl SERRE, Alfred MUELLER and Gflnther WEISENBCRN. ttiH/M/tteH 

iimmi/m/imtuimitmtftH ^*t)*t*T*™** show that e. 

played an active role in the S-B group, and give no indication #J#that 

&• dropped from the ifr/4 group in 1941* On the contrary, T.h g j^Mif t he 

5. B* 

references mention his efforts to help/§$p. when the latter was arrested in 

1942, iM his assistance to the survivors, and his arranging of the relea*? 

A 

, of the BUSCHMANN couple, (la stated in MSB-1231, however, tl E. claimed to 
have broken with S-B when the latter turned more andmore to the extreme left 
groupsf^ln MSZA-743 the breaking of the ccnneotion is specified as occurring 
in the fall H of 1941.) 

Of interest in connection with B's attempt to portray S-B ft as 
showing pro-Russian tendencies only in the fall <-f 1941 or early 1942 is 

a CIC interrogation report of Manfred RCEDER, chief prosecutor of the German 

. .. .T Co 

EQUAL trials. "S-B, the principal figure of the CJICRO (i.e. S*B.-HARNACK 
espionage group) was a convinced radical of long standing, who made his first 
contact with a representative of the Soviet Intelligence in the person of 
Alexander ERDBERG, an employee of the Soviet Trade Delegation ;Ln Berlin, 

E8DBER0 left Berlin in May 1941 for Russia and maintained his contact with S-B. 
by wireless j however, the R/K investigation did n't find an$ evidence indicating 
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espionage activities 



of the Cj^CRO 



gropp prior to the outbreak of hostilities 



between Germany and Russia in J une 1941* O 

(^Also of interest is Manfred ROEDHt's 0 ntiitwaai^t 44 (as quoted in 
M3H»1218) that "it (was) highly unlikely that WEISENBCRN did not know about 
S-B's Russian connections, as all S-B's other close friends were i$,% initiated 
into the secret* •* 
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S&. As for traces on Dr. Kurt BEHNKE, ve have little beyond those 
POB traces attached to reference* D ^s name was $4H/ checked 

(along with others) with C. — 3 to determine if 

he had any knowledge of BEHNKE or had ever heard of his name in connection 
with RIS operations . ^Uoclaimed any knowledge of BEHNKE. 

b) FRANF 1864, 4 January 1950* C* ^ will try to appoint a head to 

t Wfft/ Mtati/Utt the 7fS who will probably be(T_ O He also v^nts 
to Include fmi BEHN1® of the personnel Section of his ministry, 

c) BEHNKE, fnu, was listed on a SHAEF card dated 29 March 1945 as 
Criminal O’Sekr, probabii Gestapo stay behind agent* Trier* 

d) According to Dfte PvfffrFmMWLtt * fOr VerwaltwpgabeaBts. 

Dr, BEHNKE is listed as president of the BundesdissipUnarhof which Is 
located at Berlin -Cbarlottenburg 2, Hardenbergstrasse 31* 



ifc Ths present dispatch, although long, does not p^tend to be 

a complete study <f 



r — 

the ramifications of ENGELS DIG 1 a EQUAL contacts. We have tried, however, 

£«•..», W .«■ - ns, •• f* 

to give avsHaEla information on wartime activities and 



all possible traces gd BEHNKE* 
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